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14 June 2023

888 EL Camino Real - Project Description

APN: 071-333-190
Development Area: 17,033 square feet (0.39 acres)
Zoning: ECR-SE

Project Overview

The development proposal for 888 EL Camino contemplates a new mixed-use, four-story structure for
commercial office and housing, replacing an existing single-story restaurant with adjacent surface parking.
The proposed ground floor will include entry lobbies for both commercial and residential programs, (4) at-
grade residential units, as well as various building service spaces. Vehicular entry to the (2] levels of
underground parking is proposed along the EL Camino frontage. A dedicated drop-off area is also proposed
at the southwestern corner of the site, beyond which a common, landscaped open space is proposed for
residential use.

Existing Conditions

As mentioned above, the existing 888 EL Camino building is a single-story restaurant with surface parking
lot, accessible from El Camino Real. An adjacent rear property also provides access to the site (via
easement), and hosts a private surface parking lot which extends from Ravenswood Avenue to the north to
an access driveway to the south (near the intersection of El Camino Real and Middle Avenue).

A series of easements along the southern property line favor the adjacent development.

The site is approximately 1,000 ft (0.2 miles) from the Menlo Park Caltrain Station.

Proposed Design

The site design of the project hosts a variety of uses on all sides. Vehicular entry, main office lobby, a visitor
drop-off zone, and building egress populate the main frontage of the project. Along the southern property
line, a landscape fence separates the busy El Camino streetscape from the residential lobby, at-grade unit
entries, and a common residential outdoor amenity space. Along the northern property line, a narrow
pathway provides access to building service spaces.

The massing and program of the upper floors of the building is articulated as two volumes - northern and
southern, with a shared central core.

Level 2 is dedicated to commercial office use with private balconies at various locations. Level 3 of the
northern volume of the building will host commercial office use, above which is a proposed roof terrace
amenity for commercial tenants. Levels 3 and 4 of the southern volume of the building will host (12)
residential units, above which will be the mechanical yard set back from the perimeter of the building
facade and appropriately screened.



Public Benefit

As part of the project, a public benefit is being requested to increase the allowable FAR from the Base of
1.25 to 1.75, with a 50/50 split between commercial and residential development. The project proposes to
provide (2) on-site below-market-rate (BMR) housing units. The base allowable and proposed FAR
increases are listed below.

Lot Area 17,033 SF (0.39 acre])
Lot Area allowed under Base FAR (1.25) 21,291 SF

Lot Area allowed under Public Benefit FAR (1.75) 29,808 SF

Office Area allowed under Base FAR 10,646 SF

Office Area allowed under Public Benefit FAR 14,904 SF

Office Area proposed 14,904 SF

Net Bonus Office Area proposed 4,258 SF

Residential Area allowed under Base FAR 10,646 SF

Residential Area allowed under Public Benefit FAR 14,904 SF
Residential Area proposed 14,904 SF

Net Bonus Residential Area 4,258 SF

Residential Units allowed under Base 15 (40 units / acre)
Residential Units allowed under Public Benefit 23 (60 units / acre)
Residential Units proposed 16

Net Bonus Residential Units 1

Style, Materials, Colors, and Construction Methods

The building design is contemporary, composed with a bright, modern fiber-cement panel rainscreen siding
system above a darker stone base. Linear wood siding at the third and fourth floors along the southern
massing highlight the residential use.

The project features an array of private and common open spaces for tenants to enjoy. At the ground level,
a landscaped area stretches the depth of the lot - just outside the main residential lobby and across from
ground floor units, which not only provides physical separation between our project and the existing
adjacent commercial office, but it also offers the opportunity for social gathering stepped back from the
busy ELl Camino Real frontage. At the upper floors, smaller balconies are proposed along EL Camino as well
as the facing the rear parking lot. A large roof terrace for commercial tenants is also proposed above the
third floor building mass. All rooftop mechanical equipment will be hosted above the fourth floor mass and
screened from view.

A steel superstructure around a central concrete core provides the office use with uninterrupted tenant
spaces along the depth of the property, and allows for the various cantilevers in the building mass. The
glazing systems are proposed to be high-performing aluminum and glass storefronts, curtainwalls, and
window systems to provide maximum daylight to the interiors, as well as articulate the programmatic
distinctions between commercial and residential uses.



The project has retained the services of the following archeologist:

Colin Bushy

President

BASIN RESEARCH ASSOCIATES, INC.
1933 Davis Street, Suite 214

San Leandro, CA 94577

Main (510) 430-8441

Fax (510) 430-8443
basinres1dgmail.com
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