
 
J Design Corner 

1794 Rosencrans Way 
San Jose, CA  95139 

ph: (408) 992-1039 
https://jdesigncorner.com/ 

 
February 17, 2025 
 
City of Menlo Park    
Planning Department 
701 Laurel Street 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
 
 1008 Sevier Avenue, (Kelly and Shyam Bhatia Residence) 
 J Design Corner job# 2414 
Use Permit Application—Letter of Description 
 
Dear Sir/Madam: 
 
Thank you for taking the time to review our intake application.  Below is our 
written “Letter of Description” as requested. 
 
 

• PURPOSE:  Use Permit for new home on a substandard lot in the R-1-
U zoning district. 

 
• SCOPE:  DEMOLISH AN EXISTING SINGLE STORY RESIDENCE AND 

BUILD A TWO STORY, 4 BR 3.5 BA SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE WITH 
2,345.9 NEW LIVING SF ABOVE GRADE ON A 5,113 S.F. LOT WITH A 
NEW GARAGE OF 334.5 S.F. TOTALING 2,680.4 S.F. 

 
 

• STYLE:  “Craftsman”-influenced wood framed home with a 
combination of fiber cement lap siding, fiber cement shingle siding, 
adhered lightweight stone veneer, and exterior trim, vinyl double 
paned windows.  

 
• BASIS FOR SITE LAYOUT: comply with city ordinances. Maximize 

backyard and indoor/outdoor connection.  Offer a balanced, 
unassuming front elevation to the street. 

 
• EXISTING/PROPOSED USES:  Single family house/Single family house 

 



 
 
02/17/2025 
2 of 2 
 

 

• NEIGHBOR OUTREACH:  The property owner has contacted the 
below listed neighbors and shared our plans: 

 
1004 Sevier Ave, Menlo Park  
1012 Sevier Ave, Menlo Park  
1020 Sevier Ave, Menlo Park  
1019 Sevier Ave, Menlo Park  
1011 Sevier Ave, Menlo Park  
1009 Sevier Ave, Menlo Park  
1015 Sevier Ave, Menlo Park - reached out 2 times on two different days but 
didn't respond. 
 
Thank you for your assistance with our project.  Please do not hesitate to call our 
office should you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Diana Jarrar 
President, J Design Corner 
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STREETSCAPE

A0.5

31/8"STREETSCAPE ELEVATION

1-STREETSCAPE IMAGES

2-NEIGHBORS

+/- 24.5'

+/- 34.5'

+/- 44.5'

+/- 54.5'

1008 SEVIER AVE.
SUBJECT PROPERTY

1012 SEVIER AVE. 1004 SEVIER AVE.

1008 SEVIER AVE.
SUBJECT PROPERTY

1012 SEVIER AVE.1020 SEVIER AVE.

1019 SEVIER AVE. 1015 SEVIER AVE. 1011 SEVIER AVE. 1009 SEVIER AVE. 1007 SEVIER AVE.

1004 SEVIER AVE.
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EXTERIOR 
ELEVATIONS

A3.0

21/4"SOUTH ELEVATION (RIGHT)

11/4"WEST ELEVATION (FRONT)

= NUMBER OF KEYNOTE BELOW#

--ELEVATION GRID LINE KEY

NOTES:
1. SEE 2/A0.1a FOR PLUMBING GENERAL NOTES
2. SEE 3/A0.1a FOR MECHANICAL GENERAL NOTES
3. SEE 3/A0.1a FOR ELECTRICAL GENERAL NOTES
4. SEE 4/A0.1a FOR PLAN AND INTERIOR GENERAL NOTES
5. EXTERIOR HARDSCAPE AND EXTERIOR STAIRS NOT SHOWN FOR CLARITY--SEE A0.3a 

FOR 3D MODEL VIEWS

--KEYNOTES

feet
1 2 43 6

feet
1 2 43 6

1 DAYLIGHT PLANE AS DEFINED BY JURISDICTION

2 ASPHALT COMP SHINGLE ROOFING--SEE ROOF PLAN FOR MORE INFO

3 STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING--SEE ROOF PLAN FOR MORE INFO

4 SKYLIGHT--SEE WINDOW SCHEDULE FOR MORE INFO

5 FIELD PAINTED FIBER CEMENT LAP SIDING o/ 1 LAYER TYVEK HOUSE WRAP--MANUF.: JAMES HARDIE; 
STYLE: ARTISAN; EXPOSURE: 7"; STYLE: SMOOTH--www.artisanluxury.com--SEE DETAILS [XX/XX]--SIDING 
TO CONFORM TO CRC TABLE 703.4--INSTALL PER MANUF. WARRANTY INSTRUCTIONS

6 FIELD PAINTED FIBER CEMENT SHINGLE SIDING o/ 1 LAYER TYVEK HOUSE WRAP--MANUF.: JAMES 
HARDIE; STYLE: STRAIGHT EDGE PANEL; EXPOSURE: 7"--www.jameshardie.com--SEE DETAILS [XX/XX]--
SIDING TO CONFORM TO CRC TABLE 703.4--INSTALL PER MANUF. WARRANTY INSTRUCTIONS

7 ADHERED LIGHTWEIGHT STONE VENEER (<15 LBS/SF)--USE POLYMER-MODIFIED SETTING MORTAR--
INSTALL PER MANUF. INSTRUCTIONS, ICC-ES EVALUATION REPORT ESR-1215, AND MVMA INSTALLATION 
GUIDE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH ASTM C1780.  

8 VERISTONE WAISCOT SILL OVER STEEL "L" ANGLE --INSTALL PER MANUF. INSTRUCTIONS AND MVMA 
INSTALLATION GUIDE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH ASTM C1780

9 PAINTED CEMENT FIBER TRIM--2x10 BARGEBOARD AND 1x2 DRIP EDGE

10 PAINTED FIBER CEMENT TRIM--2x10 FASCIA WITH 4" SEAMLESS PAINTED SHEET METAL GUTTER--VERIFY 
GUTTER PROFILE WITH OWNER PRIOR TO FABRICATION--SEE ROOF PLAN FOR MORE INFO

11 PAINTED CEMENT FIBER TRIM--2'X2" BELLYBAND

12 FACTORY-FINISHED ALUMINUM GARAGE DOOR WITH TEMPERED GLAZING PICTURE WINDOWS--SEE 
DOOR SCHEDULE FOR MORE INFO

13 WINDOW/DOOR OPENING--SEE WINDOW AND DOOR SCHEDULES FOR MORE INFO--DOORS AND 
WINDOWS TO HAVE 5" PAINTED FIBER CEMENT TRIM TYPICAL, U.N.O.

14 (2) 9" BASE SQ. PAINT GRADE REDWOOD OR A.Y.C. COLUMN WITH STONE BASE UP TO 3'-6" A.T.O.S.

15 EXTERIOR LIGHT, INSTALL PER MANUF. INSTRUCTIONS

16 PIN MOUNTED LED ILLUMINATED ADDRESS SIGNAGE, CLEARLY VISIBLE FROM ADJACENT STREET--
HEIGHT: 6"; STYLE: LUXELLO LED, MODERN NEUTRA HOUSE NUMBERS LED BACKLIT; FINISH: ANODIZED--
www.surrounding.com/products/luxello--PROVIDE PHOTOSENSOR CONNECTED LED BACKLIGHTING @ 
EACH NUMBER 

17 CRAWLSPACE VENT--SEE CRAWLSPACE VENT CALCS ON A2.1 FOR MORE INFO

18 HARDSCAPE--SEE SITE PLAN AND FINISH FLOOR PLAN FOR MORE INFO 

ELEVATION GRID LINE KEY
A 1ST FLOOR TOP OF STRUCTURE = +/- 25.86'
B 1ST FLOOR CEILING HEIGHT (U.N.O.) = +/- 35.86'
C 2ND FLOOR TOP OF STRUCTURE (U.N.O.) = +/- 37.11'
D 2ND FLOOR CEILING HEIGHT (U.N.O.) = +/- 45.11'
E PROPOSED BUILDING HEIGHT = +/- 51.65'
F MAX BUILDING HEIGHT ALLOWED = 28'-0" +/- 52.50'
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EXTERIOR 
ELEVATIONS

A3.1

21/4"NORTH ELEVATION (LEFT)

11/4"EAST ELEVATION (REAR)

= NUMBER OF KEYNOTE BELOW#

--ELEVATION GRID LINE KEY

NOTES:
1. SEE 2/A0.1a FOR PLUMBING GENERAL NOTES
2. SEE 3/A0.1a FOR MECHANICAL GENERAL NOTES
3. SEE 3/A0.1a FOR ELECTRICAL GENERAL NOTES
4. SEE 4/A0.1a FOR PLAN AND INTERIOR GENERAL NOTES
5. EXTERIOR HARDSCAPE AND EXTERIOR STAIRS NOT SHOWN FOR CLARITY--SEE A0.3a 

FOR 3D MODEL VIEWS

--KEYNOTES

feet
1 2 43 6

feet
1 2 43 6

1 DAYLIGHT PLANE AS DEFINED BY JURISDICTION

2 ASPHALT COMP SHINGLE ROOFING--SEE ROOF PLAN FOR MORE INFO

3 STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING--SEE ROOF PLAN FOR MORE INFO

4 SKYLIGHT--SEE WINDOW SCHEDULE FOR MORE INFO

5 FIELD PAINTED FIBER CEMENT LAP SIDING o/ 1 LAYER TYVEK HOUSE WRAP--MANUF.: JAMES HARDIE; 
STYLE: ARTISAN; EXPOSURE: 7"; STYLE: SMOOTH--www.artisanluxury.com--SEE DETAILS [XX/XX]--SIDING 
TO CONFORM TO CRC TABLE 703.4--INSTALL PER MANUF. WARRANTY INSTRUCTIONS

6 FIELD PAINTED FIBER CEMENT SHINGLE SIDING o/ 1 LAYER TYVEK HOUSE WRAP--MANUF.: JAMES 
HARDIE; STYLE: STRAIGHT EDGE PANEL; EXPOSURE: 7"--www.jameshardie.com--SEE DETAILS [XX/XX]--
SIDING TO CONFORM TO CRC TABLE 703.4--INSTALL PER MANUF. WARRANTY INSTRUCTIONS

7 ADHERED LIGHTWEIGHT STONE VENEER (<15 LBS/SF)--USE POLYMER-MODIFIED SETTING MORTAR--
INSTALL PER MANUF. INSTRUCTIONS, ICC-ES EVALUATION REPORT ESR-1215, AND MVMA INSTALLATION 
GUIDE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH ASTM C1780.  

8 VERISTONE WAISCOT SILL OVER STEEL "L" ANGLE --INSTALL PER MANUF. INSTRUCTIONS AND MVMA 
INSTALLATION GUIDE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH ASTM C1780

9 PAINTED CEMENT FIBER TRIM--2x10 BARGEBOARD AND 1x2 DRIP EDGE

10 PAINTED FIBER CEMENT TRIM--2x10 FASCIA WITH 4" SEAMLESS PAINTED SHEET METAL GUTTER--VERIFY 
GUTTER PROFILE WITH OWNER PRIOR TO FABRICATION--SEE ROOF PLAN FOR MORE INFO

11 PAINTED CEMENT FIBER TRIM--2'X2" BELLYBAND

12 FACTORY-FINISHED ALUMINUM GARAGE DOOR WITH TEMPERED GLAZING PICTURE WINDOWS--SEE 
DOOR SCHEDULE FOR MORE INFO

13 WINDOW/DOOR OPENING--SEE WINDOW AND DOOR SCHEDULES FOR MORE INFO--DOORS AND 
WINDOWS TO HAVE 5" PAINTED FIBER CEMENT TRIM TYPICAL, U.N.O.

14 (2) 9" BASE SQ. PAINT GRADE REDWOOD OR A.Y.C. COLUMN WITH STONE BASE UP TO 3'-6" A.T.O.S.

15 EXTERIOR LIGHT, INSTALL PER MANUF. INSTRUCTIONS

16 PIN MOUNTED LED ILLUMINATED ADDRESS SIGNAGE, CLEARLY VISIBLE FROM ADJACENT STREET--
HEIGHT: 6"; STYLE: LUXELLO LED, MODERN NEUTRA HOUSE NUMBERS LED BACKLIT; FINISH: ANODIZED--
www.surrounding.com/products/luxello--PROVIDE PHOTOSENSOR CONNECTED LED BACKLIGHTING @ 
EACH NUMBER 

17 CRAWLSPACE VENT--SEE CRAWLSPACE VENT CALCS ON A2.1 FOR MORE INFO

18 HARDSCAPE--SEE SITE PLAN AND FINISH FLOOR PLAN FOR MORE INFO 

ELEVATION GRID LINE KEY
A 1ST FLOOR TOP OF STRUCTURE = +/- 25.86'
B 1ST FLOOR CEILING HEIGHT (U.N.O.) = +/- 35.86'
C 2ND FLOOR TOP OF STRUCTURE (U.N.O.) = +/- 37.11'
D 2ND FLOOR CEILING HEIGHT (U.N.O.) = +/- 45.11'
E PROPOSED BUILDING HEIGHT = +/- 51.65'
F MAX BUILDING HEIGHT ALLOWED = 28'-0" +/- 52.50'
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EXTERIOR 
PERSPECTIVES

A3.2

3-PERSPECTIVE EXTERIOR FRONT HIGH6-PERSPECTIVE EXTERIOR REAR HIGH

2-PERSPECTIVE EXTERIOR FRONT LEFT

1-PERSPECTIVE EXTERIOR FRONT RIGHT

5-PERSPECTIVE EXTERIOR REAR LEFT

4-PERSPECTIVE EXTERIOR REAR RIGHT
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SECTIONS

A5.0

--ELEVATION GRID LINE KEY

NOTES:
1. SEE 2/A0.1a FOR PLUMBING GENERAL NOTES
2. SEE 3/A0.1a FOR MECHANICAL GENERAL NOTES
3. SEE 3/A0.1a FOR ELECTRICAL GENERAL NOTES
4. SEE 4/A0.1a FOR PLAN AND INTERIOR GENERAL NOTES
5. SEE BID INSTRUCTIONS FOR INSULATION VALUES.  INSULATION TO BE NOT LESS THAN 

AS INDICATED IN T24 REPORT

--KEYNOTES

ELEVATION GRID LINE KEY
A 1ST FLOOR TOP OF STRUCTURE = +/- 25.86'
B 1ST FLOOR CEILING HEIGHT (U.N.O.) = +/- 35.86'
C 2ND FLOOR TOP OF STRUCTURE (U.N.O.) = +/- 37.11'
D 2ND FLOOR CEILING HEIGHT (U.N.O.) = +/- 45.11'
E PROPOSED BUILDING HEIGHT = +/- 51.65'
F MAX BUILDING HEIGHT ALLOWED = 28'-0" +/- 52.50'

21/4"SECTION 2

11/4"SECTION 1

= NUMBER OF KEYNOTE BELOW#

1 (N) ROOF FRAMING OR TRUSS PACKAGE WITH PLYWOOD SHEATHING WITH RADIANT BARRIER--SEE 
STRUCTURAL PLANS FOR MORE INFO.  INSTALL INSULATION PER BID INSTRUCTIONS AND T24 REPORT

2 (N) PLYWOOD SHEATHING WITH RADIANT BARRIER--SEE STRUCTURAL PLANS FOR MORE INFO

3 SKYLIGHT--SEE ROOF PLAN AND WINDOW SCHEDULE FOR MORE INFO--CONTRACTOR TO USE 
SHAPED FRAMING MEMBERS TO ENSURE THE SKYLIGHT SHAFT HAS NO JOGS OR ANGLES THAT ARE 
NOT SHOWN IN PLANS

4 (N) 2x6 EXTERIOR WALL STUDS @16" O.C. U.N.O. --SEE FLOOR PLAN FOR MORE INFO.  INSTALL 
INSULATION PER BID INSTRUCTIONS AND T24 REPORT

5 (N) 2x4 INTERIOR WALL STUDS @16" O.C. U.N.O.

6 5/8" GYPSUM WALL BOARD ON WALLS AND CEILING, TYPICAL THROUGHOUT, U.N.O.

7 (N) FLOOR/CEILING FRAMING WITH PLYWOOD SHEATHING--SEE STRUCTURAL PLANS FOR MORE 
INFO

8 (N) FLOOR FRAMING WITH PLYWOOD SHEATHING--SEE STRUCTURAL PLANS FOR MORE INFO.  
INSTALL CRAWLSPACE INSULATION PER BID INSTRUCTIONS AND T24 REPORT

9 (N) CONCRETE SLAB--SEE STRUCTURAL PLANS FOR MORE INFO

10 DIAGRAMMATIC REPRESENTATION OF (N) CONCRETE FOUNDATION--SEE STRUCTURAL PLANS FOR 
MORE INFO

11 18" MIN. CLEAR CRAWLSPACE

12 CLASS 1 VAPOR BARRIER OVER GROUND SURFACE IN CRAWLSPACE

feet
1 2 43 6

feet
1 2 43 6
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D

E

F

A

B

C

D

E

F

COAT ENTRY

HALLWAY

GUEST 
CLOSET

MBA MASTER 
BEDROOM

GUEST 
BEDROOM

STAIRS BONUS 
ROOM

BA2 BA3BONUS 
ROOM

GREAT 
ROOM

POWDER 
ROOM

GUEST 
CLOSET

GUEST 
BEDROOM
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