
   
 

 
City of Menlo Park    701 Laurel St., Menlo Park, CA 94025  tel 650-330-6600  www.menlopark.gov 

City Council 

 

 
 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES  

Date:   6/2/2026 
Time:  6:00 p.m. 
Locations: Teleconference and 
  City Council Chambers 
  751 Laurel St., Menlo Park, CA 94025 

 
Special Session 
 
A. Call To Order  

Mayor Nash called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m. 
 

B. Roll Call 

Present: Combs (exited the meeting at 10:45 p.m.), Nash, Schmidt, Taylor (exited the 
meeting at 9:55 p.m.), Wise 

Absent: None 
Staff: City Manager Justin Murphy, Assistant City Manager Stephen Stolte, Assistant City 

Attorney Lisa Maxwell, Assistant to the City Manager/ City Clerk Judi A. Herren 
 

C. Study Session 

C1. Receive presentations on downtown development proposals for Parking Plazas 1, 2 and/or 3, 
accept public comment, conduct a question-and-answer session with the development teams, and 
provide direction on next steps in evaluation process (Staff Report #26-091-CC)  
 
Principal Planner Tom Smith made a presentation (Attachment). 
 
City Clerk Judi A. Herren randomly selected the order of developer presentations. 
 
Related California/Alta Housing made a presentation (Attachment). 
 
Presidio Bay Ventures made a presentation (Attachment). 
 
Alliant Communities made a presentation (Attachment). 
 
• Scott Bealo spoke in support of housing on the Downtown parking plazas and the use of Union 

labor workers.  
• Will Oursler spoke in support of housing on the Downtown parking plazas. 
• Jenny Michel spoke in support of housing on the Downtown parking plazas and requested more 

low-income units. 
• Housing Choices representative Gia Pham spoke in support of housing on the Downtown 

parking plazas. 
• Housing Leadership of San Mateo County representative June Shin spoke in support of housing 

in Downtown. 
• Nancy Larocca Hedley spoke in support of housing on the Downtown parking plazas and on 





















































































































Other local 
influences 
helped to 
shape 
circulation 
and 
building 
form.
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Accounting 
for solar 
geometry 
to make 
sure Santa 
Cruz 
Avenue is 
clear of 
shadows as 
much as 
possible.
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Building Layouts
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Active ground 
level uses
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Architectural 
Features
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Matching the 
materials and 
detailing of the 
neighborhood
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Proposed Housing
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Proposed Parking
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Outreach & Entitlements

Community 
Outreach Entitlements

Design 
Requirements

City Council Special Meeting Minutes 
June 2, 2026 
Page 75 of 84



Community 
Outreach Entitlements

Design 
Requirements

• Community Workshops
• Group and Individual Meetings
• Project Website, Emails, Mailers
• Business & Resident Priorities
• Aesthetic and Design Preferences
• Amenity & Park Programming
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Community 
Outreach Entitlements

Design 
Requirements

• Environmental Exemptions & Compliance
• Available State Law – Density Bonus, Affordable 

Housing, Infill Exemptions
• City of Menlo Park Processes for Downtown and 

Affordable Housing Overlay
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Community 
Outreach Entitlements

Design 
Requirements

• City of Menlo Park
• Financing Requirements
• LEED
• PG&E
• Menlo Fire
• West Bay Sanitary District
• CPTED
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Financing

Three LIHTC Projects

2 Large Family, 1 Senior

Leveraged Soft Debt

History of success with both San Mateo 
County, State of California and Federal sources

City Contributions

Residual Receipt Loans
Land (Fair Market Value)

Impact Fees

Repaid (with interest) through Residual 
Receipts

Private Investment

Strong relationships with affordable housing 
lenders and investors

LIHTC Equity

Modeled for 4% and/or 9% Equity
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Thank You.
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