
City of Menlo Park    701 Laurel St., Menlo Park, CA 94025  tel 650-330-6600  www.menlopark.gov 

City Council 
SPECIAL AND REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – DRAFT 

Date: 6/23/2026 
Time: 5:30 p.m. 
Locations: Teleconference and 

City Council Chambers 
751 Laurel St., Menlo Park, CA 94025 

Special Session 

A. Call To Order

Mayor Nash called the meeting to order at 5:34 p.m.

B. Roll Call

Present: Combs (remote, exited the meeting at 11:07 p.m.), Nash, Schmidt, Taylor (remote), 
Wise 

Absent: None 
Staff: City Manager Justin Murphy, Assistant City Attorney Denise Bazzano, Assistant to 

the City Manager/ City Clerk Judi A. Herren 

C. Closed Session

C1. Conference with legal counsel – existing litigation
Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9)  
Name of case: County of San Mateo, et al. v. State of California, et al. (Sup. Court, County of San 
Francisco, Case No. CPF-25519270) 

C2. Conference with labor negotiators 
Government Code Section 54957.6 
Labor negotiations with Service Employees International Local 521 and Service Employees 
International Union Local 521 – Temporary Employees Unit 

Agency designated representatives: City Manager Justin I.C. Murphy, Assistant City Manager 
Stephen Stolte, Assistant City Attorney Denise Bazzano, Administrative Services Director Brittany 
Mello, Legal Counsel Charles Sakai 

• Deborah Calvillo, Brandon Palominos, Radina Philyaw, Jabari Loudd, Alan Acker, Juan
Quinonez spoke in support of fair contracts for the Service Employees International, Local 521
(SEIU) and SEIU – Temporary Unit.

• Keith Dowdell spoke in support of fair contracts for SEIU.

Regular Session 

D. Call To Order

Mayor Nash re-called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.
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E. Report from Closed Session 

No reportable actions. 
 
F. Agenda Review 

None. 
 

G. Public Comment 

• San Mateo County Tobacco Education Coalition representative Alheli Kang spoke in support of 
a multi-unit smoke free housing ban. 

• Gerald Wluka spoke on concerns about the traffic pickup time at La Entrada Middle School. 
• San Mateo County Tobacco Education Coalition Chair Tricia Barr spoke in support of a multi-

unit smoke free housing ban. 
• Ken Kershner requested the City Council to agendize the El Camino Real Phase 1 quick build 

bikeway project and to direct staff to pursue grant funding.  
• Will Oursler spoke in opposition of Flock, ALPRs (automate license plate readers) and Northern 

California Regional Intelligence Center (NCRIC) data sharing and on concerns of potential 
abuse. 

 
H. Advisory Body Vacancies and Appointments 

H1. Consider applicants and make appointments to fill an unexpired vacancy on the Environmental 
Quality Commission (Staff Report #26-105-CC) 
 
Deputy City Clerk Sarah Sandoval introduced the item. 
 
• Pam Jones spoke in support of Nabil Saad’s appointment to the Environmental Quality 

Commission. 
• Takiyah Smith spoke in support of their appointment to the Environmental Quality Commission.  
 
The City Council made an appointment to fill a vacancy on the Environmental Quality Commission:  
 
Nabil Saad – term expiring April 30, 2028 
 

I. Consent Calendar 

I1. Accept the City Council meeting minutes for May 19 and June 2, 2026 (Attachment) 
 
I2. Consider and adopt a resolution calling and giving notice of holding a General Municipal Election 

for three City Council seats in Districts 1, 2 and 4, requesting that the City Council consolidate the 
election with the Statewide General Election to be held Nov. 3, and authorize the city manager to 
execute an agreement with the San Mateo County Chief Elections Officer and Assessor-County 
Clerk-Recorder for election services (Staff Report #26-110-CC) 

 
I3. Authorize the city manager to execute a professional services agreement with Meredith Roberts, 

LMFT for an amount not to exceed $160,000 for services as a Community Wellness Crisis 
Response Team Clinician (Staff Report #26-106-CC) 
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I4. Consider and adopt a resolution approving the list of projects eligible for fiscal year 2026-27 funds 
from Senate Bill 1: The Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2017 (Staff Report #26-107-CC) 

 
I5. Authorize the city manager to execute a maintenance agreement with Cal-West Lighting & Signal 

Maintenance Inc., for traffic signals and lighting maintenance services (Staff Report #26-109-CC) 
 
I6. Authorize the city manager to execute a maintenance agreement with Significant Cleaning 

Services for janitorial and day porter services at various city facilities (Staff Report #26-111-CC) 
 
ACTION: Motion and second (Wise/ Schmidt), to approve the consent calendar, passed unanimously. 
 
J. Public Hearing 

J1. Consider and adopt a resolution to amend the El Camino Real/Downtown Specific Plan to modify 
land uses allowed within the Downtown/Station Area “Main Street” Overlay land use designation; 
allow existing buildings within the “Main Street” Overlay to have up to two-thirds of the public 
benefit bonus floor area ratio for office uses, if located in the rear half of the ground floor without 
frontage on Santa Cruz Avenue and/or on the second floor and not increasing the overall square 
footage of the building, subject to a use permit and a public benefit agreement; and modify four use 
classifications across the entire El Camino Real/Downtown Specific Plan  
(Staff Report #26-112-CC) 

 
Associate Planner Matt Pruter made a presentation (Attachment). 
 
Applicant Co-founder of Windy Hill Property Ventures Tod Spieker made a presentation 
(Attachment). 
 
Mayor Nash opened the public hearing. 
 
• Kylie Holmes spoke in support of the proposed amendments.  
• Jenna Atchison spoke in support of the proposed amendments. 
• Kimberly Lytikainen spoke in support of the proposed amendments. 
• Chris Kummerer spoke in support of the proposed amendments and recommended reviewing 

the Specific Plan every four years. 
• Chair of Downtown Menlo Fund Marnie Foody spoke in support of the proposed amendments. 
• Mina Malek spoke in support of the proposed amendments and continuing to broaden zoning. 
• Patti Fry spoke on concerns of a lack of public and community input on the Specific Plan 

amendments and in opposition of additional banks, personal services and offices.  
• Michelle Wagner spoke in support of the proposed amendments. 
• Laura Melahn spoke in support of the proposed amendments. 
 
Mayor Nash closed the public hearing. 
 
The City Council received clarification on examples of land use category designations, risks to 
current retail operations on Santa Cruz Avenue, adoptions and sale of live animals, process for 
removing provisions in the future, personal services in relation to therapeutic massage, conditional 
use application and permitting processes and noise from indoor sports uses. 
The City Council discussed Downtown vibrancy beyond the Specific Plan, animal clinics and 
hospitals, retail services on Santa Cruz Avenue and a joint City Council and Planning Commission 
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review of the Specific Plan. 
 
The City Council directed staff to provide an annual informational item with the uses and vacancies 
to the City Council and Planning Commission. 

 
ACTION: Motion and second (Combs/ Wise), to adopt a resolution approving the following amendments to 
the El Camino Real/Downtown Specific Plan (Specific Plan amendments): 
• Modify the land uses allowed on Santa Cruz Avenue between the Caltrain station and University Drive 

within the Downtown/Station Area “Main Street” Overlay (“Main Street Overlay”) land use designation 
(Chapter E). The proposed revisions include 1) changing the banks and financial institutions use from 
not allowed to conditional, subject to a maximum size of 5,000 square feet and a total development 
limit of 30,000 square feet for all existing and proposed banks and financial institutions, 2) changing 
the business services use from not allowed to conditional, 3) changing the personal improvement 
services use from on upper floors only to permitted, 4) changing personal services – general from on 
upper floors only to permitted, and 5) changing commercial recreation small-scale from not permitted 
to conditional; 

• Allow existing buildings within the Main Street Overlay (Chapters E and G) to have an additional 
allowance of up to two-thirds (2/3) of the public benefit bonus floor area ratio (FAR) for office uses, if 
located in the rear half of the ground floor without ground floor frontage on Santa Cruz Avenue and/or 
on the second floor, and not increasing the overall square footage of the building, subject to a use 
permit and a public benefit agreement;  

• Modify four three use classifications across the entire El Camino Real/Downtown Specific Plan 
(Specific Plan) area (Chapter H): 1) business services: expand to include businesses that primarily 
provide goods and services to the public, 2) personal improvement services: remove spas, 3) personal 
services – restricted: remove therapeutic massage services, and 43) personal services – general: 
expand to include therapeutic massage services, nail salons, biometric screening, and a broader set of 
spa services, which include non-surgical and non-invasive cosmetic and aesthetic services, such as 
injectables, laser treatments, skin rejuvenation, and body contouring; and 

• Amending table E1 of resolution removing the office use category ”see Footnote #1” reference, 
passed unanimously. 
 
J2. Hold public hearing and consider and adopt a resolution approving the 2025 Urban Water 

Management Plan and authorizing its submittal to the Department of Water Resources  
(Staff Report #26-108-CC) 

 
Associate Engineer Scott Jaw and EKI Environment & Water, Inc. Water Resources Engineer Tina 
Wang made the presentation (Attachment). 
 
Mayor Nash opened the public hearing. 
 
Mayor Nash closed the public hearing. 
 
The City Council took a recess at 9:47 p.m. 
 
The City Council reconvened at 10 p.m. 
 
The City Council discussed water supply uncertainty and the San Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission’s (SFPUC) design drought and water supply reliability analysis. 
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ACTION: Motion and second (Nash/ Wise), to adopt a resolution adopting the 2025 Urban Water 
Management Plan and authorizing its submittal to the Department of Water Resources, passed 
unanimously. 
 
K. Regular Business 

K1. Consider and adopt resolutions for fiscal year 2026-27: adopting budget and capital improvement 
plan; establishing appropriations limit; amending salary schedule effective July 12, 2026; extending 
rate assistance program through June 2027; and accept award authority and bid requirements 
through June 2027 (Staff Report #26-114-CC)  

 
Assistant Administrative Services Director Fenny Lei made the presentation (Attachment). 
 
The City Council received clarification on further and future reductions and special event scope 
and frequency. 
 
The City Council discussed timeline for the reduction in library services, utilizing Fund 111 for 
library and community services, and cost recovery amounts in gymnastics. 
 
The City Council directed staff to 
• Utilize Fund 111 to fund areas of proposed reductions in library and community services, 

including (a) library program offerings, small reductions of materials and contract services 
($169,255) and (b) reductions to contract services for indoor recreation programs, small 
reductions to materials, staffing efficiencies ($104,400); and 

• Review and bring forward a future increase to gymnastics fees by up to 20% to generate 
additional revenue of $0.5 million for consideration at the July 14 City Council meeting. 
 

ACTION: Motion and second (Taylor/ Wise), to adopt resolutions: 
• Adopting fiscal year 2026-27 budget and capital improvement plan;  
• Utilizing Fund 111 for library and community services proposed reductions: (a) reductions to library 

program offerings, small reductions of materials and contract services ($169,255) and (b) reductions to 
contract services for indoor recreation programs, small reductions to materials, staffing efficiencies 
($104,400);  

• Establishing the appropriations limit; 
• Amending the salary schedule effective July 12, 2026; 
• Extending the solid waste and water rate assistance program through June 2027; and 
• Accepting award memo for authority and bid requirements through June 2027, 

passed unanimously. 
 
ACTION: By acclamation, the City Council extended the meeting past 11 p.m.  
 
K2. Consider and adopt a resolution to approve the successor agreement between the City of Menlo 

Park and the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, Local 829 expiring 
June 30, 2027 (Staff Report #26-104-CC) 

 
Administrative Services Director Brittany Mello introduced the item. 
 

ACTION: Motion and second (Wise/ Taylor), to adopt a resolution to approve the successor agreement 
between the City of Menlo Park and the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, 
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Local 829 (AFSCME) expiring June 30, 2027, passed unanimously. 
 
L. Informational Items 

L1. City Council agenda topics: July – August 2026 (Staff Report #26-113-CC) 
 

• San Mateo County Tobacco Education Coalition Chair Tricia Barr spoke in support of a multi-
unit smoke free housing ban. 

 
M. City Manager Report 

City Manager Murphy reported out on gratitude for the budget process, Fourth of July events, 
Summer Concert series beginning July 8 and the next City Council meeting July 14. 
 

N. City Councilmember Reports 

City Councilmember Schmidt reported out on the Communte.org meeting, Assembly Bill 2667 and 
the Juneteenth event. 
 
Mayor Nash reported out on a call with Galway Ireland’s Mayor Mike Cubbard celebrating 10-years 
as Sister Cities, Annual Service Academy event and the Association of Bay Area Governments 
(ABAG) meeting. 
 
City Councilmember Taylor reported out on the Juneteenth event and Belle Haven Action Farmers 
Market. 
 

O. Adjournment 

Mayor Nash adjourned the meeting at 11:14 p.m. 
 
Assistant to the City Manager/ City Clerk Judi Herren 
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